Abstract HLA-A, B, and C antigens were studied in 104 Spanish patients with psoriatic arthritis. Different clinical features were evaluated and the patients divided into disease subsets. HLA-B17, B27, B16, and Cw6 were the most common haplotypes in the total group. The HLA-B17/Cw6 haplotype was increased in patients with oligoarthritis. The increase of antigen B17 correlated with oligoarthritis and spondarthritis, whereas Cw6 was more significant in oligoarthritis. The prevalence of the B27/Cwl haplotype was greater in association with spondarthritis and was probably related to the B27.5 subtype linked to Cwl. A significant negative association between the B44/Cw5 haplotype and psoriatic arthritis was found. The existence of several haplotypic factors in the different subsets is discussed. Lack of one or more HLA factors is thought to be responsible for the different clinical forms ofpsoriatic arthritis.
Several studies have found an association between susceptibility of psoriatic arthritis and HLA-B17, B13, B27, B37 antigens."' This antigen association seems to be secondary to the stronger Cw6 association.5 Studies of different families have shown that the HLA genetic factor plays a major part in the development of psoriatic arthritis,6 7 but its mode of inheritance is at present unclear.8 Different HLA class I antigens may be linked to psoriatic arthritis susceptibility in different populations, but the relation between HLA antigens and clinical subsets of psoriatic arthritis has not been sufficiently investigated. The aim of this study was to map susceptibility genes within the HLA in a large sample of Spanish subjects with psoriatic arthritis using available HLA markers, and to correlate the prevalence of these markers with subsets of different clinical features. 
